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that may not be so good.  Its own internal political and 
media life is replete with criticism all the time.

Any suggestion that we raise questions about anti-Semitism 
in order prevent legitimate criticism of Israel is a gross 
distortion of our perspective. We know the difference.

Rather, what disturbs us are the kinds of critiques that 
either inject classic anti-Semitic themes into criticism of 
Israel or treat Israel in such a biased way that there is 
reason to believe that it is motivated by anti-Semitism or, 
at the least, creates an environment in which anti-Semitism 
is more likely to occur and become acceptable.

There are several themes revealing anti-Semitic intent 
that should be clear to anyone.  The comparison of Israeli 
treatment of the Palestinians to the historic accusation 
of Jews being responsible for the death of Jesus, which 
appeared in an Italian newspaper cartoon at the height of 
the Intifada, is one such example.

Similarly, when images appeared, as they did in the Arab 
press, of Ariel Sharon drinking the blood of Palestinians, 
it takes no imagination to link this to the ancient “blood 
libel” charge against the Jews.

There have also been repeated accusations comparing Israeli 
behavior to that of the Nazis, such as Portuguese writer 
Jose Saramago saying that Israeli behavior in Ramallah was 
worse than Auschwitz. This seems obviously motivated by 
an animus against the Jews.

Second, there is the demonizing of Israel, when all the 
problems of the region are attributed solely to Israeli behavior.  
This is a mark of something more than mere criticism. John 

Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt, in their paper and book on 
the Israel lobby, take every major event in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, even the most complex, and boil responsibility down 
to one guilty party: Israel.  It is hardly surprising that once 
they do that, it is not a large leap to blame American Jews 
for controlling and distorting American Middle East policy 
to serve the interests of this “bad country” Israel against the 
interests of the United States.

The third element gets a little more complicated in the 
matter of divestment efforts against Israel, whether by 
religious, university, or community groups.  Clearly, by its 
one-sided moral outrage against Israel -- when far greater 
human rights offenders exist around the world in clear 
view – the divestment argument is not simply legitimate 
criticism of Israel.

On the other hand, as Larry Summers said a few years 
ago, when as President of Harvard he faced a divestment 
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bottom: The Hall of 
Names, part of the 
New Holocaust History 
Museum at Yad Vashem. 
In fulfilling its mandate to 
memorialize the legacy 
of each individual Jew 
who died at the hands of 
the National Socialists 
and their collaborators, 
Yad Vashem has been 
collecting Pages of 
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mid-1950s. Submitted 
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or friends of the victims, 
Pages of Testimony are 
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Names at Yad Vashem, 
Jerusalem to illustrate 
what can happen if 
anti-Semitism goes 
unchecked.
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initiative on his campus, surely not everyone who calls 
for divestment against Israel is an anti-Semite -- though 
undoubtedly a good many are. 

But, he said, even those who are not, by singling Israel out 
in this prejudicial way, make anti-Semitism more likely 
and more legitimate by far.

It is this last category that is most prevalent and most 
difficult to confront and handle.  When the combination 
of the European media and left-wing intellectuals portray 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in such a way that people 
in Europe judge Israel as the greatest threat to peace in 
the world, ahead of Iran, North Korea, etc., then it is not 
surprising to find renewed anti-Semitism flourishing in 
Europe.  After all, Jews are associated with Israel, and in 
many people’s minds, Jews then become fair game.

We have made some progress in the last few years.  Many 
European governments have stated that there is never 
an excuse for anti-Semitism and have acknowledged 

a connection between anti-Zionism and anti-Semitic 
attitudes and behavior.

On the other hand, anti-Semitic expressions related to 
the conflict with Israel are now far greater in the Arab 
and Islamic worlds.

On the occasion of Israel’s 60th anniversary, there is much to 
celebrate.  However, the underlying goal that anti-Semitism 
would be eliminated once the Jews had their own state has 
proven to be far more complicated than was ever imagined.

Israel remains, both practically and psychologically, a 
bastion of Jewish safety and security in the world.  At the 
same time, Israel has often become the new focus (not the 
new cause) of anti-Semitism in the world.  This highlights 
the fact that anti-Semitism is so deeply rooted in the world 
psyche that not even Jewish independence can eradicate it.  
What can happen, however, is that Israel and world Jewry 
can work together to combat this virus and to make sure 
that the Jewish people can defend themselves against it. ◆
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