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Preface

September 29, 2000 marked the beginning of the current violent struggle between Israel and the Palestinians. At first, the struggle had the characteristics of a popular uprising: mass marches, stone throwing and civil disorder. However, this character was quickly forgotten, and it was the terrorist organizations which set the tone - the Palestinian Authority began to disintegrate and its control over events became less firm, to the point where its role was reversed and it began to promote terrorist activity against Israel.

Interrogation of senior members of Fatah – Marwan Barghouti, Nasser Awis, Nasser Abu Hamid and Ahmed Barghouti -by the Israel Security Agency (ISA) revealed that Yasser Arafat approved funding for Tanzim terrorists, in the knowledge that the money would be used for attacks against Israeli citizens. It also emerged that the PA weapon stores were being used for distribution of munitions to terrorists.

The first two years of the conflict claimed many victims: in 2001 207 Israelis were killed, and in 2002 the number of fatalities rose to 452! This year also saw the largest number of people injured since the start of the conflict – 2,309 casualties.

On the eve of Passover, April 2002, an attack was carried out at the Park Hotel in Netanya resulting in 28 fatalities and another 65 people wounded. In the wake of this attack, carried out at the initiative of the Hamas organization in Samaria, Israel embarked on "Operation Defensive Shield", focusing on the terrorist infrastructures in Samaria. Thanks to this campaign and the operations that followed, the infrastructures of terrorism were damaged, especially in Samaria. At the same time there was a sharp decrease in the number of suicide attacks carried out by the terrorist organizations: in 2002 there were 60 suicide attacks, while in 2003 this number decreased by more than 50% to 26 suicide attacks. There was also a considerable decrease in the number of fatalities: from 452 killed in 2002 to 214 killed in 2003. In 2004 this number decreased further and up to September 97 people have been killed.

Another decisive factor in the decrease in the number of casualties and fatalities is the completion of the first section of the security fence, from Salem to Elkana, in August 2003. In the 34 months between the beginning of the conflict and construction of the security fence, the terrorist organizations in Samaria have carried out 73 mass murder attacks (suicide attacks or car bombs) within Israel, in which 293 Israelis were killed. In the year since August 2003 the terrorist organizations have only succeeded in carrying out 6 mass murder attacks, killing 30 Israeli citizens. This represents a decrease of 84% in the number of people killed compared with the period between September 2001 and July 2002.
This pamphlet contains data on a number of subjects, providing an overall look at the conflict which the State of Israel has faced for the past four years.

Four years of conflict - general data

Breakdown of people killed between the start of the conflict and September 2004
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Breakdown of people injured between the start of the conflict and September 2004

[image: image4.wmf]4

35

60

26

13

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Sept.

2000

2001

2002

2003

 Sept.

2004


[image: image5.wmf]2230

5274

2917

2111

1198

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

Sept.

2000

2001

2002

2003

 Sept.

2004












 Number of suicide attacks since the start of the conflict
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Number of shooting attacks since the start of conflict
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Number of Kassam rocket attacks since the start of the conflict
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The effect of the security fence on the ability of the terrorist organizations in Samaria to operate

In the 34 months between the start of the conflict on September 29, 2000 and the establishment of the security fence, the operational organizations in Samaria carried out 73 mass murder attacks (suicide attacks or car bombs) within Israel, killing 293 Israelis and injuring 1,950. In the year between the beginning of August 2003 and August 2004, the terrorist organizations in Samaria succeeded in carrying out only 5 mass murder attacks within Israel, killing 28 Israeli citizens and injuring 81. A comparative examination of the above data indicates a sharp decline in the scale of attacks carried out within Israel by the terrorist organizations in Samaria since the security fence was built.

The first part of the security fence, intended to frustrate and thwart the ability of the terrorist organizations to infiltrate terrorists into Israel to carry out suicide attacks against civilians, was completed in July 2003, with the first 130 km extending through Samaria from Elkana to Salem, During that same period two other sections were also completed in the northern and southern parts of the Jerusalem area. Stage 2 of the security fence goes from Salem to the Jordan border south of Tirat Zvi and is 60 km in length, of which 40 km is operational today and the remaining 20 km will be completed for operation during October.

Breakdown of people killed in attacks out of Samaria between September 2000 – August 2004 
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Breakdown of people injured in attacks out of Samaria between September 2000 – August 2004
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From the interrogation of terrorists from the various terrorist organizations in Samaria, it appears that the security fence in Samaria does indeed represent a significant obstacle affecting the ability of the Samaria terrorist infrastructures to infiltrate terrorists into Israel to carry out attacks. These terrorists have said in interrogation that because of the existence of the obstacle they have been forced to find complicated ways to get suicide attackers into Israel. As a result, they are working on carrying out attacks in areas where the security fence has not been completed, and on concealing points for launching attackers into the Judea area where the security fence does not yet exist. Those illegal residents who want to enter Israel also find it hard to do so because of the existence of this fence.

A striking example of the effect of the security fence on terrorist activity in Samaria, as revealed during ISA interrogation:
Amjad Abidi, who served as head of Islamic Jihad in Jenin and was behind a series of attacks and attempted attacks including the suicide attack on Maxim's Restaurant in Haifa, gave details about the effect of the security fence on carrying out the attacks he planned. During his interrogation, Abidi admitted that when he worked together with Salah Jaradat, a senior Islamic Jihad terrorist who was killed during clashes with the security forces in June 2003, the two focused on attempts to get attackers in through the Barta'a and Ya'bad-Tura area. Later, as construction of the security fence progressed, they were forced to change the targets of their attacks towards the Gilboa area and eastwards, because construction of the barrier as far as the Jordan Valley had not yet been completed. In his interrogation, Abidi stated that had the barrier been constructed as far as the valley, terrorists from all the organizations would have had to think of completely different ways to carry out attacks.
A noteworthy example of an attack successfully thwarted thanks to the security fence
On December 3 2003 a suicide attack in Israel by Islamic Jihad in Jenin was prevented by the arrest of the suicide terrorist, Munir Rabiya, and his handler, Murad Zeitoun, in the village of Bardaleh which lies close to the pre-1967 ceasefire line. On the day of the planned attack, the two of them set out at 08:30, armed with the explosive belt, for the target site of the attack. From Jenin, they traveled by taxi to the village of Burqin and then took another taxi to El-Mughayir, and from there to Bardaleh, an area where construction of the security fence has not been completed. In Bardaleh the two were stopped by the security forces. The explosive belt which they had concealed in the village mosque was found and blown up in a controlled explosion. Abu Zeitoun said in his interrogation that they had planned to travel by taxi from Bardaleh to Wadi Ara and from there to Afula or to a school in Yokneam (these two targets had been observed by Abu Zeitoun, who had previously worked in these towns and was familiar with them).

Looking at the map, it can be seen that the route by which the two reached Bardaleh, from where they had intended to enter Israel, is a long and convoluted one and that the villages through which they passed before being caught (Burqin, El-Mughayir and Bardaleh) are south-west or east of Jenin, whereas Afula and Yokneam are north-west of Jenin. Bypassing the area of the security fence considerably delayed the terrorists in reaching their target, and enabled the security forces to stop them in a place that is remote from centers of population.
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The route taken by Zeitoun and Rabiya

Cooperation between terrorist organizations in the territories in the course of the conflict

As of 2001 there has been a growing trend of cooperation between organizations, reaching a peak in 2004. This inter-organizational cooperation is limited in scale by comparison with the overall independent activities of each organization, but nonetheless, since the start of the conflict in September 2000, it is becoming a noticeable pattern among the different terrorist organizations in the territories especially those in Samaria and in the Gaza Strip. This cooperation is manifested in the promotion of joint attacks against Israeli targets, as well as reciprocal help in manufacturing and smuggling weapons and logistic assistance.

Inter-organizational cooperation sprang up in Samaria on the basis of personal and local familiarity among terrorists in the different organizations, and in the Gaza Strip as a result of contacts at the senior operational level. The leadership of the organizations, for their part, adapted their position to the situation dictated by the terrorists in the field, in the understanding that joint action increases the operational force and gives a message of unity in the ranks against Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Hezbollah, as the Iranian arm serving in recent months as a kind of "external command" of the majority of Tanzim organizations in the territories, sees this inter-organizational cooperation as a significant component of operations in the territories, and encourages it.

The increase in inter-organizational cooperation has two main reasons:

1.
The ongoing operational difficulties, first and foremost Israeli preventive actions, have forced the terrorist organizations to "close ranks" and exploit the relative advantage of each organization in order to ensure successful attacks. In addition, joint activities make it harder for Israel to focus its preventive actions and specific responses.

2.
The need to coordinate positions and form a united front against Israel and the Palestinian Authority.

Throughout the conflict the Tanzim (and the organization of popular resistance committees in the Gaza Strip) has stood out as the group most involved in inter-organizational activity. As of June 2004, some 92% of all joint attacks involved this organization. Islamic Jihad began joint activities in Samaria in 2001, and the Gaza Strip organizations joined this circle during 2003. Hamas, on the other hand, only began to take part in inter-organizational frameworks after Operation Defensive Shield, in the second half of 2002, with the accent on the Gaza Strip. The Popular Front organization in Samaria is also notable for its involvement in inter-organizational collaboration.

Characteristics of inter-organizational collaboration for the purpose of carrying out attacks, by region

Samaria - Inter-organizational collaboration in this region, which began in July 2001, gained momentum in particular after Operation Defensive Shield in April 2002, during which the infrastructures in the region were severely damaged. The cumulative effect of the ongoing operations against these organizations, as well as the continuing construction of the security fence in Samaria, have made it hard for them to carry out "quality" attacks and have led to a combining of forces. In addition, special characteristics of the Samaria region have led to increased cooperation in the area:

· The rapid introduction into the circle of terrorist action of new and inexperienced terrorists who are less committed to the organizational framework and are not afraid to gloss over the unique identity of each organization in order to promote the execution of attacks.

· The lack of a veteran and experienced core leadership capable of strengthening the organizational identity of the terrorists in the field. This has led to terrorists moving from one organization to another, especially Islamic Jihad and Tanzim, including due to the lack of finances or weapons.

· Personal acquaintance among terrorists on a neighborhood basis, making joint organization easier.

Gaza Strip - Since the second half of 2003, inter-organizational cooperation in the Gaza Strip has become the main pattern of action among the terrorist infrastructures in the region. Joint operations in the Gaza Strip show the characteristics of guerilla warfare: combined and graduated multi-participant attacks, and the choice of access routes that reduce the IDF's technological advantage. To a considerable degree, inter-organizational cooperation in the Strip is part of the attack policy of the different organizations and is intended, among other things, to influence the political measures that are on the agenda, such as carrying out attacks to torpedo efforts to achieve a ceasefire. A division of roles has emerged in which Hamas is behind the planning of the attacks and provides the weapons for them, while the other organizations focus on the logistical aspects of the operation. Another striking phenomenon in the Gaza Strip is that each organization participating in the planning of an attack provides an attacker from its ranks.

Judea - What is noteworthy in this region is the fact that, as far as we know, no inter-organizational frameworks have been formed in the course of the conflict. The Judea region is characterized by a veteran and experienced core leadership, which faithfully adheres to clandestine patterns of action while maintaining an organizational framework and avoiding collaboration among organizations.

Examples of noteworthy attacks carried out in the framework of inter-organizational cooperation during 2004:

· January 2004 – Hamas and Tanzim jointly carried out a suicide attack at the Erez border crossing, in which 4 Israeli citizens were killed. In April 2004 another suicide attack was carried out at Erez by the two organizations together, in which another Israeli citizen was killed.

· March 2004 – jointly organized by Hamas and Tanzim, a double suicide attack was carried out at Ashdod Port, in which 10 Israeli citizens were killed. 

· May 2004 – in a joint attack carried out by Islamic Jihad and the Popular Resistance Committees, two gunmen shot at a car on the Kissufim road, causing the death of Tali Hatuel and her four daughters. Two soldiers and another civilian were also injured in the attack.

· May 2004 – under the joint organization of Islamic Jihad, the Popular Resistance Committees and Tanzim, an attack combining a suicide bomber and shooting at Israeli cars near Rafah was carried out, in which 2 soldiers were injured. 
Attacks involving inter-organizational cooperation:
between 2001 – first half of 2004
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Characteristics of Hezbollah operations in the territories

Hezbollah was established by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards who came to Lebanon during the 1982 "Peace for Galilee" war, as part of the policy of exporting the Islamic revolution. The organization was very active against Israel during its stay in Lebanese territory, and since the IDF's withdrawal from Lebanon in May 2000 it began focusing on increasing and expanding its activities within Israel with the aim of carrying out" quality" attacks in Israeli territory, thus disrupting any attempt at dialogue and any opportunity to return to the peace process. This became evident during earlier attempts to hold negotiations with regard to a 'hudna' (ceasefire), when Hezbollah operators encouraged attacks aimed at causing these contacts to fail. Hezbollah's activities are part of Iran's overall policy with regard to Israel, which is to fan the flames of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and initiate terrorist activities against Israel, despite the fact that Hezbollah is a Lebanese organization consisting entirely of terrorists from Lebanon, with no national connection to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In view of Iran's interest in smudging its fingerprints with regard to direct control over internal terrorist activities, Hezbollah's status is significant as Iran's front-line operative arm against Israel.

The organization operates against Israel in four main ways: 

1.
Bringing terrorists and collaborators through the border crossings using foreign documents

2.
Setting up a terrorist organization inside Israel and in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip 

3.
Cross-border operations - smuggling weapons and terrorists

4.
Financial support for Palestinian organizations and groups.

Since 2003 it has been possible to see a trend of increasing cooperation between Hezbollah in Lebanon and operational entities among the other Palestinian terrorist organizations, with the accent on Tanzim, Islamic Jihad, Hamas and the Popular Front. This cooperation is particularly evident between Hezbollah and the Tanzim and in practice, in recent months Hezbollah has served as a kind of "external command" for most of the Tanzim organizations in the territories. 

Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, even admitted for the first time in public the existence of a Hezbollah unit responsible for activities with the Palestinians. He said this on Almanar television on July 19, 2004, after the death of Ghaleb Awaleh, a senior Hezbollah terrorist: "… the fallen Ghaleb Awaleh is like the fallen Ali Salah, from the group which dedicated its life in recent years to helping our brothers in conquered Palestine. We do not wish to conceal the truth. We declare it and glory in it. Ghaleb Awaleh today has fallen on the Palestine road. He is a Jerusalem martyr. He is an Al Aksa Mosque martyr. He is a martyr in the fight against the Zionist enterprise… and we will not to abandon this fight and have never abandoned it. We are in a position where we will fight openly and we will fight clandestinely." 
Hezbollah's methods of controlling terrorist organizations in the territories are similar to those characteristic of the involvement of the command centers of Palestinian terrorist organizations abroad (Hamas and Islamic Jihad) in the actions of their organizations inside the country. Striking in this framework are the instructions to carry out mass murder attacks within Israeli territory, mediation between terrorists at the different centers of action, the large-scale transfer of money, and finally, coordination of the effort to upgrade the terrorist capabilities of the organizations, manifested in three main channels:

· Transferring considerable know-how in the field of sabotage by means of emissaries. 
Thus, for example, in May 2003 the fishing boat "Abu Hassan" was captured of the coast of Cyprus carrying a Hezbollah sabotage expert, together with weapons and considerable training material on magnetic media pertaining to manufacturing and using weapons.

· Infiltrating good quality weapons into the field and coordinating the smuggling of weapons into the territories. 
In January 2001 the arms ship Santorini was captured. This ship had been intended to smuggle weapons from Lebanon into the Palestinian Authority, by means of Hezbollah and Jibril's Front. On board the Santorini were large quantities of munitions, among them missiles, including Strela anti-aircraft missiles, mortars, light weapons and ammunition. 
In January 2002 the Karin A was also captured, carrying many weapons supplied by Iran and Hezbollah and manned by a crew from the Palestinian Authority.

· Taking terrorists from inside for operational training abroad.
Thus, for example, during May – July 2002 three Tanzim terrorists were arrested, residents of Samaria, who admitted during interrogation by the ISA that they had gone to be trained by Hezbollah in Lebanon. Some of them had received comprehensive training in Lebanon, while one had been arrested at the Allenby bridge before reaching his destination. Their training included dismantling and assembling weapons, firing, theoretical training in explosives and practical training which included blowing up explosive charges, operating RPG rocket launchers, throwing hand grenades etc.

Hezbollah activities with Israeli Arabs

Since the IDF withdrew from southern Lebanon in May 2000, Hezbollah has stepped up its activities with Israeli Arabs with the aim of setting up an operational and intelligence infrastructure to promote lethal attacks within Israel.

As part of its effort to increase its foothold in Israel, Hezbollah exploits the platform of family and criminal ties vis-à-vis Israeli Arabs to recruit people to its ranks. The wide-spread criminal activity along the border with Lebanon provides Hezbollah with the opportunity to implement its aims and increase its access to Israeli territory and the West Bank. Hezbollah's "sovereign" control over southern Lebanon and along the border helps the organization gain physical access to make use of criminal elements in this area in order to bring weapons, money and drugs into Israel, and to operate people inside Israel to collect intelligence. In this context, the village of 'Ajar is important as a major center of recruitment for Hezbollah in view of the fact that its residents (who hold Israeli identity cards) are able to cross with relative ease into Lebanon to meet with their handlers.

Another of the organization's methods of operation involves the recruitment of Israeli Arabs, mainly from among the separatist ideologists, to set up operational and intelligence infrastructures within Israel. During the conflict of September 2000 it was possible to see considerable organization by Israeli Arabs directed by Hezbollah from Lebanon.

One notable example is the arrest of Israeli Arab residents of the village of Raineh in February 2004, who had operated a terrorist organization funded and guided by Hezbollah:

Jesan Atmallah, a 40-year-old resident of Raineh and a senior activist in Balad [the National Democratic Assembly, a political party], sent his brother Sirhan Atmallah, aged 25, to a meeting with members of Hezbollah in Turkey, and to military training in Lebanon funded and carried out by Hezbollah. In his interrogation, Sirhan admitted that at his meeting with the Hezbollah handler in Turkey the two had discussed, among other things, setting up an infrastructure among Israeli Arabs with funding and military training by Hezbollah. Sirhan also admitted that he planned to carry out attacks in the future, including suicide attacks, and that he had been asked to collect information regarding targets for these attacks. The two were recruited to Hezbollah by Ibrahim Ajaweh, a 48-year-old Jordanian, head of the Abu Mussa
 faction in Jordan.

The involvement of Israeli Arabs in terrorism since the start of the conflict

Israeli Arabs represent an attractive target for recruitment and operation by terrorist organizations in the territories, as Israeli citizens with Israeli identity cards allowing them access to places and sites within Israel without arousing suspicion. In addition, as residents of the state, Israeli Arabs have considerable knowledge that can benefit the terrorist infrastructures with regard to potential targets for attacks. One such example is Zaher Ali, a resident of Kaokab, who provided information during 2004 to members of the Hebron Hamas organization on possible sites where they could carry out terrorist attacks.

Many Israeli Arabs have family ties with Palestinian residents of the territories, ties which have become closer in recent years during the Intifada terror campaign since September 2000, and with the increasing trend of Palestinian nationalism among Israeli Arabs. These ties provide fertile ground for cooperation between Palestinians and radical elements among the Israeli Arab population. At the same time it should be noted and emphasized that those engaging in terrorism among Israeli Arabs are marginal radicals representing a very small percentage of this population.
Statistical data

In 2000, 9 organizations were exposed in which Israeli Arabs were involved.

In 2001, 25 organizations involving 56 people were exposed. During this year these organizations were involved in 11 terrorist attacks, in which 45 Israelis were killed and 302 were injured.

In 2002, 35 organizations involving 78 people were exposed. During this year these organizations were involved in 12 terrorist attacks, in which 45 Israelis were killed and 257 were injured.

In 2003, 25 organizations involving 43 people were exposed. During this year Israeli Arabs were involved in 4 terrorist attacks, in which 45 Israelis were killed and 227 injured.

Between January- August 2004,17 terror organizations involving 31 Israeli Arabs were exposed, committing or intending to commit terrorist attacks.

Breakdown of terrorist organizations among Israeli Arabs from the start of the conflict

Two striking examples of the involvement of Israeli Arabs in terrorist attacks:

August 2001- During this month a cell of young terrorists from Um El-Fahm , controlled by Hamas in Samaria and intending to carry out a terrorist attack in a bank in Hadera on the day civilians come to cash their social security allowances, was captured.

September 2001- the first Israeli Arab suicide bomber - Shacher Habishi, a resident of Abu Snan and father of 7, was sent by the Hamas to blow himself up at a railway station in Nahariya. As a result, 3 Israelis were killed and 46 were injured.

Between January and August 2004, 11 Israeli Arab organizations controlled by terrorist organizations were exposed, as well as 4 independent organizations and 2 controlled by Hezbollah. 

Israeli Arab involvement in terrorism during this period was manifested in two main ways: 

1.
As terrorist attackers – in 8 of the 17 organizations Israeli Arabs acted as attackers taking an active part in carrying out or intending to carry out attacks. This marks an increase in this pattern of behavior by comparison with 2003, when a total of 5 organizations were revealed in which Israeli Arabs acted as terrorists. It should be noted that 4 of these 8 organizations are independent organizations which carried out or intended to carry out attacks of different kinds (kidnapping soldiers, shooting, stabbing).

2.
As collaborators - in the other 9 organizations Israeli Arabs collaborated in carrying out terrorist actions by collecting information about potential targets, helped to find additional recruits, and carrying weapons from abroad and from Israel to the terrorist organizations in the territories.

During 2003 the high level of involvement of Israeli Arabs in terrorism was maintained, even if by comparison with 2002 there was a drop in scale. There was a particularly significant decrease in the number of organizations in which Israeli Arabs were involved that were controlled by the Tanzim elements in the territories (3 organizations), after this had been the leading organization recruiting Israeli Arabs to terrorism in 2001 and 2002 (9 organizations in 2001 and 15 in 2002). This was apparently due to the ongoing difficulty of the Tanzim organizations in Samaria in executing attacks in Israel, in view of the intensive Israeli preventive actions against them, manifested in a reduction in the number of attacks carried out by the organization (3 mass murder attacks within Israel during 2003 as compared with 17 in 2002), and also completion of large sections of the security fence in Samaria.

In terms of the characteristics of the involvement of Israeli Arabs in terrorism during the conflict, it can be said that most organizations are controlled by the established terrorist organizations (in the territories and abroad); most of those involved in terrorist activity have no organizational affiliation; and recruitment is carried out for the most part against a background of prior acquaintance between the terrorist terrorists and the recruits (as a result of family, social or criminal connections).

Notable examples of the involvement of Israeli Arabs in terrorism in 2004: 

April 2004 - the arrest of those involved in the kidnapping and murder of Oleg Scheichet
On July 21 2003, Muhammad Khaled Anabtawi and Muhammad Mahmoud Khatib, both aged 20 and from Kafr Kana, kidnapped the soldier Oleg Scheichet at Beit Rimon junction. After a few moments traveling along the main road crossing the village of Kafr Kana, Khatib strangled Scheichet, with Anabtawi's help. Immediately after this, the two continued their journey another few hundred meters to a place where they shot him with his own personal weapon to ensure that he was dead. They then removed identifying items and buried his body.

The involvement of the two in the murder of the soldier was revealed in April 2004 after Khatib and another Israeli Arab called 'Ala 'Atef Mussa from Kfar Manda carried out a shooting attack against a police patrol at Beit Rimon junction using Scheichet's weapon. The force returned fire, killed Khatib and wounded Mussa.

In their interrogation, Anabtawi and Mussa said that during October 2002 the two, together with Khatib, had set up a cell whose members had made a number of attempts to kidnap soldiers between October 2002 and July 2003. The cell's objective, among other things, was to murder an IDF soldier and steal his weapon in order to carry out further attacks later on.

July 2004 - arrest of members of a Hamas organization in Hebron who planned to carry out a suicide attack in Jerusalem with the help of Israeli Arabs and residents of Eastern Jerusalem, including a resident of Kaokab (in Galilee)
Zaher 'Ali, aged 31, from Kaokab, admitted during his interrogation that he and Na'al Jalad, a resident of A-Tor and member of the organization, went out on a number of occasions to different places in Jerusalem to try and find a suitable place to carry out a suicide attack. The planned attack was to include three suicide bombers who would blow themselves up in a cafe in town: two were to blow themselves up simultaneously by means of bags carrying explosive charges, and the third was to blow himself up when the rescue forces arrived. Zaher admitted that he had suggested other possible options to Jalad, such as an attack on a bus carrying employees to a security plant in Galilee, and an attack against soldiers at Golani junction. During his interrogation, Zaher explained his guiding ideology: "I personally think that the war is ideological and not territorial, and therefore it is an eternal war between two ideologies: Muslim versus Jewish." The reason for attacking Jews is "because the Jews are here in our country, which according to our belief is a Muslim country". Zaher also said that when a Muslim country was established in the area the Jews would be able to enjoy the same rights that they had in the past when they lived in Muslim countries. In order to establish a Muslim state it was necessary to wage war, in which military targets should be attacked.

The involvement of eastern Jerusalem in terrorism

Some 250,000 Palestinians with Israeli identity cards live in greater Jerusalem (most of them residents). Of these, around 150,000 live in eastern Jerusalem, and the rest live in the areas surrounding the city.

Since the start of the conflict, 150 Jerusalem residents have been arrested for involvement in more than 20 murder attacks in Israel, in which 163 people have been killed and over 1,000 injured.
The involvement in terrorism of Palestinians from eastern Jerusalem is a known phenomenon which has been increasing over the years. As the terrorist organizations found it increasingly difficult to get attackers across the pre-1967 ceasefire line or into Jerusalem independently, eastern Jerusalem residents became a preferred target for recruitment by terrorists due to their striking advantages: the ability to move freely around Israel, their familiarity with the area (especially Jerusalem) and their ability to assimilate in an Israeli environment.

This population offered a double incentive in terms of recruitment by the terrorist organizations: on the one hand, like other Israeli citizens they hold Israeli documents and vehicle licenses, enabling them to move freely and have access to a variety of targets. In addition, because of their familiarity with the Hebrew language and Israeli culture, these residents are able to create social and financial ties with Jews and mingle with them. On the other hand, they continue to have strong ties, loyalty and connections with the territories.

In recent years eastern Jerusalem residents have established a series of organizations in the areas where they live, including explosives laboratories, mainly affiliated with Hamas. Notable among these are:

a.
Jerusalem cells controlled by the Hamas organization in the Ramallah area, whose main role is to collect information about targets for attack within the pre-1967 ceasefire line (the Green Line) and Jerusalem area and to bring attackers and explosive charges to the target sites. In the second half of 2002 a Jerusalem cell was exposed, controlled by the main Hamas command in Ramallah. Its objective was to carry out "strategic" attacks within the pre-1967 ceasefire line and Jerusalem, by planting explosive devices in petrol tankers and on the railway lines, and to carry out other murderous attacks involving suicide bombers and explosive charges.

b.
Jerusalem cells operated by the Hamas organization in Hebron. During 2003 a number of organizations were uncovered which had been recruited by senior members of the Hamas organization in Hebron, whose main aim was to bring terrorists into Jerusalem.

Eastern Jerusalem residents became the ideal infiltrators and assistants of suicide bombers coming into Israel. Eastern Jerusalem collaborators working with the Hamas infrastructures in Judea brought suicide bombers to their final destination in a series of suicide attacks, including:

a.
Members of the cell uncovered in August 2002 brought the suicide attackers to Café Moment in Jerusalem (March 9, 2002, 9 killed) and the club in Rishon Lezion (May 7, 2002, 17 killed).

b.
Members of Jerusalem cells exposed during 2003 infiltrated suicide bombers carrying out attacks in Jerusalem - on a French Hill bus (May 18, 2003, 7 killed) and a Jaffa Road bus (June 11, 2003, 17 killed) - in some cases finding accommodation in areas close to the target.

c.
Particularly striking was the case in which a suicide bomber from Hebron was brought by Khafet Rajabi of eastern Jerusalem to carry out an attack in Haifa (March 5, 2003, 17 killed). The terrorist came to Abu Dis by taxi with his explosive belt and was received by Rajabi, who brought him to Haifa, making use of his Jerusalem identity card.

d.
Members of the Hamas cell from Beit Lakia were caught during August 2004 (including Nasri 'Atzi, holding an Israeli identity card and working as a milk distributor for Tnuva, routinely entering Israel). The cell was responsible for the attack at Zrifin junction (September 9, 2003, 9 killed), the attack at Café Hillel in Jerusalem (September 9, 2003, 7 killed), and the explosive device planted at a bus stop in Tel Aviv (July 11, 2004, one female IDF soldier killed).

The involvement of eastern Jerusalem residents is also evident in the logistic preparations for carrying out attacks, and mainly includes renting safe houses to be used as a basis from which the attack can be carried out, acquiring weapons and ammunition, setting up explosives laboratories, and preparing suicide bombers before setting out. The eastern Jerusalemites made considerable use of clothing and accessories used by ultra-Orthodox Jews (religious books, black yarmulkes and prayer fringes, etc.), which they purchased in Jerusalem.

A number of examples of noteworthy attacks carried out with the involvement of residents of Jerusalem and the surrounding area:
September 4, 2001 – suicide bomber in Prophets Street, Jerusalem (1 killed, 15 wounded)

March 5, 2002 - suicidal attack on the Seafood Market Restaurant in Tel Aviv (3 killed, 31 wounded)

March 9, 2002 - suicide attack at Cafe Moment in Jerusalem (11 killed, 58 wounded)

June 18, 2002 - suicide bus bomber at the Pat junction in Jerusalem (19 killed, 15 wounded)

September 19, 2002 - suicide bus bomber in Tel Aviv (6 killed, 71 wounded)

March 5, 2003 - suicide bus bomber in Haifa (17 killed, 40 wounded)

June 11, 2003 - suicide bus bomber in Jerusalem (17 killed, 104 wounded)

August 19, 2003 – suicide bus bomber in Jerusalem (23 killed, 116 wounded)

The involvement of women in terrorism

Since September 2000, Palestinian women have joined the circle of terrorism, both carrying out and collaborating in attacks.

Since January 2004 there has been a significant increase in the involvement of women in the various aspects of hostile action, by comparison with 2003.

Since September 2000 there has been a growing phenomenon of the use of women in carrying out suicide and other attacks. The security forces know of 53 cases in which women were involved in hostile terrorist activity against Israeli targets.

During the period between January 2004 and July 2004 there has been a significant increase in the involvement of women in all aspects of hostile terrorist activity by comparison with the scale of their involvement in terrorism in 2003. During this period there were 23 recorded cases in which women suicide attackers were involved, by comparison with 14 cases during the previous year. The terrorist organizations carrying out the attacks want to exploit the advantages of using women to carry out attacks, especially within the pre-1967 ceasefire line, on the assumption that women arouse less suspicion. In all cases in which women were involved the terrorists were aware of the need to disguise themselves in such a way as to enable them to blend into the Israeli street. They tried to adopt a western appearance, including wearing non-conservative dress such as short skirts, maternity wear and modern hairstyles. In most of these cases the women involved were at one extreme or the other of the Palestinian social spectrum and usually did not fit the expected image of the "average Palestinian woman". Among them are both educated women working in the free professions, and at the same time, young women lacking a higher education or a profession. In all cases, these women carried a heavy personal burden.

The inclusion of women in terrorist activity can be divided into different levels, the highest being, as noted, the phenomenon of women suicide bombers or those who intended to carry out suicide attacks but whose intentions have been thwarted before they could be carried out. In addition, women have served as collaborators assisting such activity, both in planning and in the manner of implementation.

With regard to the characteristics of all the women involved in terrorist activity, either as suicide attackers or as collaborators, the following common denominators can be seen:

Family status - most are unmarried. A very small number of these women are divorced and mothers of children, and these usually serve as collaborators.

In this context it should be noted that the terrorist who carried out the suicide attack at the Erez crossing (January 2004, an attack controlled by Hamas) was married and the mother of young children, a fact which provoked criticism among the Palestinian and Arab public and among entities within Hamas.

Age - most of the women are in their twenties, and the terrorist attackers are younger than the collaborators.

Education - as far as is known, 34% of all the women involved in terrorist activity have a higher education, and 36% of them have a high school education (with regard to the rest, it is not known). These figures reinforce the recognized fact that women (especially the suicide bombers) are more educated than the male suicide bombers. 

Motive the main motive for women's involvement in terrorist activity is personal (alongside the basic element of nationalist motivation). This includes the romantic incentive - that is, a romantic relationship with the terrorists involved in their recruitment, as well as personal hardship, such as suicidal tendencies against a background of despair or parental objection to the daughter's marriage.


 
 

 

The involvement of children and teenagers in terrorism

Since September 2000 there has been increasing exploitation of children and teenagers by the terrorist organizations to carry out attacks against Israeli citizens and military targets.

Between the start of the conflict and September 2004, 292 minors have been involved in terrorism.

Since September 2000 we have seen increasing exploitation of teenagers and children by different terrorist organizations in carrying out terrorist attacks, including suicide attacks, against Israeli citizens and military targets. Children and teenagers between the ages of 11 and 17 have carried out suicide attacks and other attacks in which innocent Israeli citizens were killed and wounded. A considerable number of these youngsters and children have been caught by the security forces before carrying out the attack. The terrorist organizations exploit the innocent appearance of these youngsters, who do not arouse suspicion and who can easily blend in among the crowd. In addition, the children and young people who have not yet reached maturity are seen as easy to influence and are an easy target for recruitment by the terrorist organizations as suicide bombers.

The children and teenagers, who should be dreaming and hoping of a better future and should be characterized by innocence and the joy of life, are drawn into a reality of murder and hatred. The terrorist organizations, which engage in persuading youngsters that by their death they will enjoy a life of happiness in the world to come, are uprooting them from their home and family and, by religious or nationalist exhortation, inciting them to carry out terrorist attacks. For example:

During the night between April 23 – 24, 2002, three Palestinian children, pupils at a Gaza school, tried to infiltrate the settlement of Netzarim to carry out a suicide attack. The three were Ismail Sabah Ibrahim Abu Nada, aged 12, Ayil 'Azi Mustafa Khamarneh, aged 13, and Yusuf Bassam Yusuf Zakut, aged 14. The three were shot by IDF forces while trying to infiltrate the settlement. On April 24 2002 the Hamas Internet site announced that the three, who were sent by Hamas, belonged to the Sheikh Radwan mosque in Gaza and that by their special activity they had succeeded in forming a cell and decided to wage jihad against the Jews. The youngsters left testimonies for their families in which they emphasized their desire to die a martyr's death and carry out their decision. On one of the bodies was found an axe and a wire cutter for cutting the fence.

A minor, aged 14, a low standard ninth grade pupil, was caught on March 24 2004 at the Hawara checkpoint wearing an explosive belt. He had been instructed to carry out an attack against the soldiers at the checkpoint.

In the educational institutions and at summer camps the youngsters undergo brainwashing. In these frameworks the children are given extreme Islamic content and messages encouraging and supporting jihad against Israel. Since July 2002 the Islamic Association in Gaza has been operating a summer camp called the "Al Aksa Intifada Martyrs' Camp". Hamas also holds summer camps, attended by many children who receive from the organizers a uniform, shoes, exercise books and warm attention. At the camp, the children are taught the history of Islam, with pictures of martyrs hanging everywhere, planting the seeds of hatred of Israel. The political leadership, in cooperation with the Palestinian Authority's Youth Bureau, also holds summer camps aimed at inciting children, enlisting them politically against Israel and teaching them the use of weapons to carry out operations in the future against Israel.

Another phenomenon worthy of mention is the behavior of parents who allow their children, and sometimes even encourage them, to dress up as martyrs. There are more and more cases in which children participate in parades wearing costumes looking like explosive belts and banners proclaiming them to be martyrs. In Hebron a picture was found showing a baby wearing an "explosive belt", with a band around his head dedicating him to "Allah". There is no doubt that this phenomenon has a destructive effect on the education of children, who absorb the culture of jihad, making them easy targets for recruitment by the terrorist organizations to carry out attacks.

It should be noted that the Palestinian Authority is making no effort to combat this phenomenon and continues consistently to turn a blind eye to the fact that Palestinian youngsters are "victims" of Palestinian society as a whole.
Palestinian Authority summer camp

Palestinian youngsters participating in a summer camp at Kafr Salem, near Nablus, use toy guns to attack a model of a settlement during the closing ceremony of the camp.

Involvement of the family unification program in terrorism

Since the beginning of 2001 Israel has uncovered or arrested 23 Palestinians who have received Israeli identity cards or permits to stay in Israel under the family unification program (FUPs) and who have been recruited by the terrorist infrastructures in the territories and become involved in planning and implementing attacks against Israeli targets within the pre-1967 ceasefire line.

In practice, FUPs have been involved in 3 suicide attacks in which 16 Israeli citizens have been killed,

The FUPs, as holders of Israeli documents (identity card and vehicle license), represent, like the Israeli Arabs, an attractive target for recruitment by the terrorist organizations in the territories. This is mainly because of the fact that they are able to move freely within Israel, but also because of their familiarity in the field and with the characteristics of Israeli society (including a knowledge of the Hebrew language and Israeli culture).

The FUPs represent a particularly convenient source for recruitment in view of their strong ties with the territories and as a result, the considerable degree of loyalty they display towards the Palestinians. Thus there are known to be close ties between the FUPs and their family and friends living in the territories, who frequently include terrorists in the different Palestinian terrorist organizations.

The involvement of FUPs in hostile actions is manifested in a number of ways: as terrorists taking part in implementing or planning attacks, as handlers on behalf of the terrorist organizations in the territories, as logistic assistants carrying out a number of tasks including collecting information about targets for attacks and infiltrating weapons, and as locators and recruiters of additional terrorists among Israeli Arabs.

Notable examples of the involvement of FUPs in terrorism

Shadi Toubasi - recruited by Hamas in Jenin / Samaria, and sent to carry out a suicide attack in the Matza Restaurant in Haifa, in which 15 Israelis were killed (March 31, 2002). Shadi held an Israeli identity card as a result of family unification received by his father, a native of Samaria who married a resident of Muqeibila / Nazareth. It should be noted that Shadi grew up and lived in Samaria, which strengthened his motivation and made his recruitment by Hamas terrorists in the area easier. 

Muhammad Mitzri – Mitzri has an Israeli identity card because his mother, who comes from the Kalkilya area, married his father, an Israeli citizen from Jaljulia. Mitzri was controlled by the Islamic Jihad organization in Tulkarm. Among his activities, he was supposed to bring a car bomb from the West Bank into Israel and blow it up. The attack was supposed to be carried out at a bus stop opposite a military base. Shortly before the date when he was supposed to wait for the suicide bomber and bring him into Israel, Mitzri was arrested, in March 2003, by the security forces.

Muhammad Mahajneh - an Israeli citizen from Um-el-Fahm living in Jenin, who obtained his Israeli citizenship as a member of a family which received citizenship in the framework of the family unification program. Mahajneh was arrested on May 2, 2003, after being recruited by Hamas. He was caught while helping to bring the youth Majed Zabah in to carry out a shooting attack at a shopping mall in Hadera.

Samer Atrash - originally from Hebron, a resident of the Shuafat refugee camp, with an Israeli identity card obtained through the family unification program, arrested on June 14, 2003 after bringing in a suicide bomber to carry out an attack on behalf of the Hamas organization on the no. 6 bus in French Hill (Jerusalem), in which 6 Israeli citizens were killed and 20 wounded. One foreign citizen was also killed in the attack.

The involvement of illegal residents in terrorism

During the conflict, people residing in Israel illegally were involved in the cycle of attacks carried out by all the Palestinian terrorist organizations, both as terrorist attackers and as collaborators of attackers infiltrated from the territories into Israel.

During the past year, after the completion of a large section of the security fence in the Judea and Samaria region and near the pre-1967 ceasefire line, there has been an increase in the use of illegal residents by terrorist organizations in carrying out attacks. Since the beginning of the year, 49 illegal residents have been arrested in Israel on suspicion of involvement in terrorism. From interrogation of the detainees it has emerged that a number of serious attacks have been thwarted, involving kidnapping for bargaining purposes, suicide attacks and explosive devices inside Israel.

In view of the difficulty of infiltrating terrorists across the pre-1967 ceasefire line, the illegal residents are an increasingly attractive target for recruitment by the terrorist organizations to promote terrorist attacks. These illegals are involved in implementing attacks in Israel, both as attackers and as collaborators assisting terrorists infiltrated from the territories into Israel. The illegals, who work in Israel and live in Israeli Arab localities, have contacts with Israelis and thus maintain effective cover for their terrorist activity. The illegal residents have the advantage of familiarity with Israel because of working in the area, sometimes for many years. They are also familiar with the smugglers, including transport drivers who infiltrate illegals across the pre-1967 ceasefire line. This familiarity enables them to collect information about targets for attack, and even to rent apartments for terrorists from the territories.

Following completion of the security fence in many places around the Samaria region, today there are only a few remaining routes through which illegals can be brought into Israel. The recognized routes are:

Jerusalem – entry through the areas where there is no fence in Jerusalem, and down Route 1 to the heart of Israel.

Rantis – through the area remaining without a security fence at this stage.

Bardaleh – the northern passage though the Jordan Valley which remains unfenced.

In the area of the Jordan Valley, A-Ram and Rantis illegals are brought into Israel by the "back-to-back" method: the illegals arrive near the pre-1967 ceasefire line in a West Bank vehicle, cross into Israel on foot, and get into an Israeli vehicle. After they have entered Israel they are dispersed throughout the country by several support groups: unknowing Jewish taxi drivers, drivers from eastern Jerusalem, veteran illegal in the field serving to help other illegal residents, and Israeli Arabs.

After entering Israel, the illegals mostly live in "illegal resident communities". These are usually found close to Israeli Arab villages along the pre-1967 ceasefire line, although there are also some in Galilee, Ramle and Lod.

During their stay in Israel the illegal are employed by different entities, who also take care of their accommodation. These are mainly Israeli Arabs, although there are also Jewish employers, mainly in the construction industry.

Examples of the involvement of illegal residents in terrorist acts:

Ziyad Kilani – a Hamas terrorist and illegal resident in Israel from Masiris / Jenin, recruited by Kais 'Adwan, a senior Hamas terrorist (killed during an operation by our forces), to carry out attacks in the Tel Aviv area. Kilani carried out several attacks: stabbing an IDF officer in the Carmel Market on December 21, 2001, planting bombs in a restaurant in Allenby St., Tel Aviv and at the Dolphinarium on February 28, 2001, and a suicide attack in a taxi at the Mei Ami junction on March 1, 2001 in which 1 Israeli citizen was killed and 10 wounded. In his actions in Tel Aviv he was helped by his Jewish girlfriend Angelica Yusipov, who served as an effective cover story for his illegal stay in Israel. Kilani worked for a period in Tel Aviv and was very familiar with the city. He was also fluent in Hebrew, and purchased clothes to suit his Israeli surroundings. This helped him to blend in and to carry out the above-mentioned attacks.

Ziyad Muhammad Taher, a resident of Yamoun, near Deir Hana in Galilee, 31 years old, was arrested on September 21, 2004 on suspicion of involvement in carrying out an attack under the control of the Tanzim / Islamic Jihad organization in Yamoun headed by wanted terrorists Ibrahim 'Abahara and Warad 'Abahara. Za'al, the brother of Warad 'Abahara, said in interrogation that he came to work in Israel, without a work permit, together with members of his family and that on the instructions of his brother Warad he put in place a sack of flour containing an explosive charge. Za'al admitted that he was supposed to give the bomb to a suicide terrorist and help him get to Afula in order to carry out an attack. In his interrogation, Za'al gave details of the ways in which he and his family came to work in Israel without permits, and also detailed the way in which the bomb had been infiltrated: Za'al's family's baggage was brought in prior to the arrival of the family, by a resident of the territories living in Israel thanks to his status under the family unification program. Among the family's regular belongings, which included two large gas balloons, a gas stove, food, clothing, a large tent and accessories, and mattresses, plastic water containers and so on, there was also the sack of flour containing the bomb. On arrival in Israel, Za'al and his family lived in an "illegal resident community" in a valley of olive groves near Mghar.

Confiscation of terrorism funds

As part of Israel's fight against the infrastructures of the terrorist organizations and the international war against terrorist finances, on February 25, 2004 the Israeli security forces carried out an operation to confiscate terrorist finances deposited in banks in the territories.

During the operation, nis 37,384,649 was confiscated.

The money was confiscated from the main branches of the Cairo-Amman Bank and the Arab Bank in Ramallah. The accounts involved were:

· Accounts of organizations that have been declared illegal

· Accounts of Islamic Jihad and Hamas organizations in the territories

· Accounts into which money was transferred from foreign funds that have been declared illegal or from terrorist headquarters abroad, such as Hezbollah

· Accounts of terrorist terrorists in the territories, to which money has been transferred from terrorist organizations, such as: 
senior hostile terrorists who have received money intended to finance terrorism, senior wanted men in the territories, and their families whose accounts are used by the wanted men.

This action was carried out after intensive preparatory work, during which the security forces collected considerable material relating to these accounts. The work involved was specific and related only to accounts relating to terrorism. Information about the accounts was examined by the legal department of the ISA, the Ministry of Defense, the IDF and the Ministry of Justice. All the legal entities approved implementation of the confiscation. When planning the operation, the need to avoid affecting the stability of the Palestinian banking system was taken into account.

The total money confiscated from both banks came to nis 37,384,649, divided as follows:

The Arab Bank - a total of nis 34,533,039: nis 32,494,151 from 42 accounts of Associations and nis 2,038,888 from 278 private accounts

Cairo-Amman Bank - a total of nis 2,851,610: nis 2,557,281 from 11 Association accounts and nis 294,329 from 9 private accounts.

Below are a number of examples of accounts that were confiscated:

· Al-Ansar Association - an Islamic association set up to aid the family of the dead and prisoners among the terrorist organizations, operating under the guise of an organization helping students obtain scholarships. The Association is headed by Nafez Awarj, a senior Jihad terrorist in the past and Hezbollah terrorist today. The Association was declared illegal in October 2003. Awarj is in regular contact with Hezbollah in Lebanon, and is also involved in handling terrorists in the territories on behalf of Hezbollah.

· The Dar el Arkam Islamic Center - the Dar el Arkam center is a project initiated and led by Sheikh Yassin. The center was set up using money transferred to the Sheikh from Hamas headquarters in Syria. It was used by Hamas for welfare activity aimed at winning hearts and expanding the influence of Hamas over the local population in order to prepare a future infrastructure for its terrorists.

· Money was confiscated from the account of Muntazar Abu 'Alion, one of the leaders of Fatah's Al Aksa Martyrs Brigade in Jenin, who was responsible for planning and implementing dozens of shooting attacks in the Jenin area. Abu 'Alion was engaged in financing the military activities of the Al Aksa Martyrs Brigade in Jenin, and for this purpose received money from foreign entities.

· Money was confiscated from the account of Na'af Abu Sharah, one of the heads of the Tanzim organization in Nablus, who was behind a large number of suicide attacks, bombs and shootings. Abu Sharah gave money to various Tanzim terrorists in Nablus.

· Money was confiscated from an account used by the family of 'Ala'a Al'abasi, a member of the military wing of Hamas who was imprisoned for his part in the Silwan cell, responsible for implementing a number of suicide attacks in Israel in which dozens of Israelis were killed and hundreds more wounded. The money was put into his account by Hamas for the terrorist activities he carried out, and was used by his family.

The Kassam rockets

As of the end of 2001, Hamas began carrying out Kassam rocket attacks aimed at Israeli targets in the Gaza Strip and within the pre-1967 ceasefire line.

Since that date there have been 313 Kassam attacks, 81 of them within the Gaza Strip and 230 aimed at Israeli localities within the pre-1967 ceasefire line, resulting in the death of 2 Israelis and 34 wounded.

A total of 460 rockets have been launched.

In 2001 there were 7 Kassam attacks - 5 in the Gaza Strip and 2 aimed at Israeli localities within the pre-1967 ceasefire line.

In 2002 there were 42 Kassam attacks - 15 in the Gaza Strip and 27 aimed at Israeli localities within the pre-1967 ceasefire line (two in the Samaria region).

In 2003 there were 105 Kassam attacks - 20 in the Gaza Strip and 85 aimed at Israeli localities within the pre-1967 ceasefire line.

Since the beginning of 2004 there have been 159 Kassam attacks - 37 in the Gaza Strip and 111 aimed at Israeli localities within the pre-1967 ceasefire line.

The Kassam rocket is made from a section of lamppost filled with explosive material.

The rocket was developed by Hamas in the course of the conflict, and to date three different models of rockets have been constructed, all of them without a guidance system.

The rockets are launched from the northern part of the Gaza Strip, mainly from the town of Beit Hanoun. At the same time, there have been a number of incidents in which rockets have also been fired from Samaria (on March 8, 2002 the remains of a Kassam 2 rockets were found near Tnuvot, in the Tulkarm area).

Underlying the adoption of the idea of carrying out attacks in this form is a strategic and tactical concept on the part of elements in Hamas, inspired by the Lebanese / Hezbollah model, by which firing Kassam rockets is a deterrent strategy to prevent Israel crossing "red lines" in the Gaza Strip or to punish it after crossing these lines. Although it is clear to the leaders of the movement that firing rockets is not an effective tool with regard to causing injuries and damage, at the same time, in their opinion, it serves as a deterrent and affects Israel's morale. Furthermore, in their opinion, putting an end to firing the rockets means giving into Israel's demands of the Palestinian Authority.

Although it is rare for the Kassam rockets to cause injury or significant damage, beyond the psychological effect, the greatest threat is development of the rockets, an increase in their range, and transfer of the know-how to the West Bank. Since Israel is a narrow strip of land, rockets fired from this area would be able to attack the centers of its population. The arrest of Fadel Taha, a Hamas terrorist from the Ramallah area, in January 2004 proved that the terrorist organizations are already engaged in transferring the knowledge acquired in the Gaza Strip to the area of Judea and Samaria. Together with Taha, another five collaborators were arrested. During their arrest, a laboratory for the manufacture of Kassam missiles was discovered, as well as a Kassam rocket in an advanced state of manufacture. In his interrogation, Taha said that he had learnt how to manufacture the Kassam from terrorists in the Gaza Strip. The threat involved in transferring this know-how to Judea and Samaria is only one of many. Another fear is that the rockets will continue to be developed and their range will be extended. Over the past four years the maximum range of attacks has been increased more than threefold and the terrorist infrastructures are working ceaselessly on developing additional models that will increase the range and effectiveness of the attack. Furthermore, successful Kassam rocket attacks serve as a symbol and an example for other terrorist organizations apart from Hamas. These organizations see this type of action as an option for carrying out attacks within Israeli territory, bypassing the checkpoints and Israeli security procedures.

A laboratory for manufacturing Kassam rockets in Beitouniya


The room in the apartment used for manufacturing Kassam missiles











The apartment kitchen, and the remains of the solid fuel manufacturing process
The use of tunnels in terrorism

Since the start of the conflict, 98 tunnel openings and tunnels have been discovered that were excavated under residential homes in Rafah into Egypt and were later used to smuggle weapons from Egypt to the Gaza Strip.

Since the beginning of 2004 there have been at least 60 recorded incidents of weapons smuggled from abroad, most of them to the Gaza Strip.

There has recently been evidence of increased activity by the terrorist organizations to upgrade the tunnels, whose main use is to smuggle weapons, to tunnels that can be used to carry out attacks against Israeli targets in the Gaza Strip and within Israel. There has also been a noticeable increase in the efforts by terrorist entities in the territories and abroad to bring in large quantities of weapons, including "quality" weapons, because of the fear that on the "day after" disengagement they will find it difficult to continue smuggling weapons through Egypt to the Gaza Strip. 
The use of tunnels and drainage channels was intended to ensure "quality" actions by the terrorist organizations in the Strip, both against Israeli targets inside the Strip and within Israel. Tunnels are very effective way of bypassing the IDF's security network in the Gaza Strip and overcoming the obstacle of the security fence in the Strip. Because of the considerable time required to set in motion an attack using tunnels, the terrorist organizations tend to work in cooperation in order to increase the number of people and utilize the relative advantage of each organization.

On the night of June 27, 2004 Hamas carried out an attack involving a tunnel packed with explosives which was blown up underneath the Orkhan outpost, killing 1 IDF soldier and wounding 5 more.

On February 26, 2004 1 IDF soldier was killed when 2 terrorists attacked an IDF position at the Erez checkpoint with shots and hand grenades. The two terrorists, Tanzim terrorists, reached their target through a tunnel excavated especially for the purpose of this attack.

Some two months previously, on December 17, 2003, a large bomb weighing approximately half a ton was exploded underneath the Hardon outpost (an IDF outpost close to Rafah, on the border with Egypt). The bomb was planted in an explosive tunnel.

At the same time, these were not the first occasions on which terrorist organizations had made use of tunnels for the purpose of terrorism: on September 26, 2001, in the early hours of the morning, a ring of explosive planted in a tunnel blew up underneath the Termit outpost (an IDF outpost close to Rafah, on the border with Egypt). At the same time, massive fire and hand grenades were launched at the soldiers, as a result of which 4 soldiers were wounded.

Quantities of weapons brought in from Egypt, through tunnels and by smuggling through the Negev (based on catches and intelligence) - January to September 2004:
2,000 kg shrapnel explosive

580,000 lights arms ammunition

6,700 assault rifles

750 anti-tank launchers

18 machine guns and sniper arms

33 mortars

5 anti-aircraft missiles

Tunnels used for terrorism – general characteristics:

Location – most of the tunnels are concentrated in the area of the border between the Gaza Strip and Egypt, and are intended for infiltrating weapons. In various places in the Strip and along the security fence there are tunnels intended for use in carrying out attacks on Israel targets and for bringing attackers into Israel.

Length -the length of tunnels that have been discovered indicates that the organizations are capable of excavating tunnels that are hundreds of meters long.

Depth - the depth of most of the tunnels is between 6 and 10 meters under the surface although deeper tunnels have also been discovered. The depth of the tunnel is determined by the type of soil and the obstacles in the field. The intended use of the tunnel also affects its depth, since a tunnel that is intended for planting explosives will be less deep than a tunnel intended for smuggling weapons.

Tunnel entrances - the entrances are concealed inside houses (residential homes or abandoned buildings) or in a concealed area (orchard, plantation, grove of trees, chicken coop), and are usually excavated in the form of a narrow shaft.

Conditions in the tunnel - long tunnels need ventilation shafts and sometimes also have compressors for bringing in air from the outside. In tunnels that have been excavated for smuggling arms, there must be cables for lighting, whereas in tunnels intended for infiltrating attackers, flashlights are used.

Duration of excavation - a terrorist from the Gaza Strip specializing in the excavation of tunnels who was arrested in November 2003 said in his interrogation that the continuous excavation of a 250 m tunnel took between three and four months.

Personnel - at least eight terrorists are required to excavate a tunnel.

Costs - the cost of excavating a tunnel is at least $15,000.


Terrorist activity from prisons in Israel

After many arrests carried out in the course of Operation Defensive Shield and Operation Determined Path, there was a significant increase in the number of security prisoners in prison. The prisons and IDF detention facilities began to establish themselves as centers for controlling terrorism by the different Palestinian organizations. This activity is manifested both in concrete attempts to carry out attacks, mainly in the form of kidnapping in order to obtain the release of prisoners, and also in attempts to smuggle munitions into the prison in order to manufacture sabotage devices.

The increase in the number of security prisoners has had a great effect on the trends and policies of terrorism controlled from prison, and has also influenced the exacerbation of violence towards the prison guards and threats against their personal security. This is seen in increasing unrest among the detainees, and in January 2003 there was a violent outbreak by detainees in Ofer Camp (an IDF detention center), and at the beginning of February 2003 there were disturbances by security prisoners in Ketziot Prison, including stone throwing and burning tents.

Security prisoners continue to be in contact with organizations outside the prison, by means of cell phones and mail. The prisoners' families who visit them in jail, as well as their lawyers, serve as liaison. Such contacts also take place when the detainees are taken out to court. Thus, for example, Muhammad Jaber Mohi A-Din Abadeh, a 23-year-old Hamas and Islamic Jihad terrorist serving time in Ashkelon Prison since November 2001 after admitting to membership in an Islamic Jihad cell that was responsible for carrying out a number of shooting attacks in the Ramallah region. In September 2002 Abadeh was interrogated again after it emerged that he was engaged in Hamas activity in prison. He admitted that while in prison he had organized the establishment of a military cell intended to carry out the kidnapping of a soldier, to be exchanged for prisoners. He established this cell with the help of another Hamas terrorist in prison with him, and contact with the members of the cell was made by means of his cell phone. At the beginning of July 2003, Abadeh was caught with a dispatch that he was trying to give to his mother during her visit. The dispatch contained instructions for setting up a Hamas cell and planning a kidnapping attack. 
As part of the security forces' attempts to deal with the establishment of the prison as a center for controlling terrorism, the ISA, the Prison Services and the military police are taking a number of steps to thwart these activities by the security prisoners, including: separation of the prisoners and blocking the use of cell phones, as well as comprehensive searches of their visitors. On August 28, 2002 a serious incident was revealed in which a family member of an Islamic Jihad terrorist imprisoned in Megiddo Prison tried to infiltrate weapons into the prison in her baby's chair. During the inspection of visitors to prisoners in Megiddo Prison, Levav Abu Halaf, a resident of Beit Safafa, was found to have among her belongings a 20 mm shell and a trouser belt with a clip of small arms ammunition, concealed inside her baby's chair. Levav was trying to smuggle these weapons to her brother, an Islamic Jihad terrorist imprisoned in Megiddo Prison, inside the baby's chair while the baby was sitting in it, so as not to attract attention and in the hope that this chair would not be checked.

Hamas detainees are the most notable for their attempts to implement attacks from inside prison, and they are very well organized inside the prison. The organizational hierarchy of Hamas is what orders every day life in prison, and maintains contact with the organization's leadership outside prison.

The involvement of the Palestinian security forces in terrorism

In the course of Operation Defensive Shield (2002) it was revealed that the security forces in the Palestinian Authority were deeply involved in terrorist activity against Israel. Many of those arrested in the course of the campaign spoke in their interrogation by the ISA about the involvement of different elements, even including the heads of the security forces, in terrorism. The involvement of the security forces in terrorism also emerges from documents seized during the campaign. From all the material that has been collected, a picture emerges clearly showing that not only do they not to act to prevent terrorism, they actually initiate and control attacks against Israel.

In 2003 to 2004 this involvement by members of the security forces from Judea, Samaria and the Gaza Strip, mostly Tanzim terrorists (some controlled by Hezbollah elements abroad) in planning and implementing a variety of terrorist activities appears even to have increased, and includes terrorist attacks in which many Israelis have been killed. This includes the suicide attacks in Jerusalem on January 29, 2004 and February 22, 2004; the suicide attack at Ashdod Port in March 2004; and suicide attacks at the Erez industrial area, February 26, 2004 and March 6, 2004. This is in addition to smuggling weapons into the Palestinian Authority and supplying weapons to various terrorist cells. The Palestinian National Security and Military Intelligence forces (mainly in Judea and Samaria) and the Palestinian Preventive Security forces (in the Gaza Strip) continue to remain dominant in the involvement of their members in terrorism, although terrorists from other forces also take part.

It is hard to indicate the precise number of members of the forces involved in terrorism. In general, we are talking about many hundreds of terrorists who have been directly or indirectly involved in terrorism since the start of the Intifada terror campaign.
The position of the Palestinian security forces with regard to terrorism ranges from failure to prevent it to initiating and participating in it. The forces, despite their awareness of the activities of the terrorist organizations, tend to ignore it or sometimes merely to stage actions against it, for the purpose of deception only. Thus, for example, there is a staged capture of weapons and arrest of terrorist terrorists, to prevent Israeli security forces from dealing with them, or as a temporarily tactical act, concluded a short time later with the release of the terrorists without any action being taken against them.

The involvement of these forces in terrorism can be seen at its most serious in the initiation and planning of terrorist actions and in the control, financing and arming of the attackers and implementation of attacks. Many terrorists operate in the terrorist organizations alongside their work in the security forces, and in many cases members of the terrorist organizations are recruited to the security forces and continue to engage in terrorism under cover of their official work.

Thus, for example the Palestinian  Preventive Security forces in the Gaza Strip, led by its senior members, has changed from being an entity designed to prevent terrorism to a terrorist organization which generates, initiates and sponsors a long series of attacks and terrorist actions against the IDF forces and the Jewish localities in the Gaza Strip.

Notable examples of the involvement of members of the security forces in terrorism:

· Kamal Abu W'ar - aged 30, a resident of Qabatiya, a member of Force 17 - the Palestinian Presidential Guard, and a senior terrorist in the military wing of Tanzim. Arrested in January 2003 by Israel, he admitted in his interrogation that he was involved in serious terrorist actions in which 4 Israelis were killed and 9 wounded, and in planning bomb attacks in different forms against Israeli targets. With the outbreak of the conflict, Abu W'ar participated in exchanges of fire with the IDF forces by Joseph's Tomb. Abu W'ar said that he made use of a Kalashnikov rifle that he used as a member of Arafat's presidential security service.

· Jaber Akhras – a member of the Palestinian National Security forces, originally from the Gaza Strip (Rafah), serving in Bethlehem. In November 2003 he was involved in a shooting attack at the Tunnel checkpoint in which 2 IDF soldiers were killed.

· Majed Hajaj - active in the Palestinian  Preventive Security forces in Gaza, used his truck to transport two car bombs used in a combined suicide attack carried out on March 6, 2004 at Erez, in which 6 Israeli citizens were killed and 9 others wounded. Hajaj was arrested after the attack by the Palestinian  security forces, but was released shortly afterwards.

· Mo'in Atallah - a member of the Palestinian Preventive Security forces from Jabaliya, who collaborated with Hamas and Fatah in carrying out the suicide attack at Ashdod Port on March 14, 2004 in which 10 Israeli citizens were killed and another 12 wounded. The two terrorists who carried out the attack left the Gaza Strip via the Karni crossing, where Atallah worked in a position giving him access to all parts of the crossing. In his interrogation, Atallah said that he helped Hamas to plan the purchase of trucks and the establishment of a company to transport containers from the Gaza Strip to Israel, to be used as cover for smuggling terrorists. Atallah was arrested a few days before he succeeded in carrying out another planned suicide attack using the same method.

· 'Ali Yadak – a member of the Palestinian General Intelligence Service arrested in February 2004. In interrogation, he said that he had transported a terrorist from Nablus to Kutzin who intended to carry out the suicide attack, together with a Kalashnikov assault rifle, ammunition clips and an explosive device. Arrested together with him was Samer Abed-Rabo - an officer in the Palestinian General Intelligence Service, who was a participant in carrying out the attack. The two also admitted to planning other attacks, such as throwing hand grenades at IDF forces near Kutzin.

Notable examples of upgrading and improving attack scenarios

Kidnappings

In the course of the current conflict there has been increasing motivation on the part of the terrorist organizations to carry out kidnappings.

In order to carry out these plans, the terrorist organizations usually make use of people who are very familiar with Israel, including those who are able to move around the country freely and have access to Israelis: illegal residents, Israeli Arabs, eastern Jerusalem Arabs and Palestinians and Israeli Arabs with a criminal past, both as collaborators and as the "implementing arm". Thus, for example, in August 2004 an organization of two Hamas cells was revealed among the residents of Tel Sheva in the Negev, which planned to carry out a kidnap and murder for the purpose of bargaining. In the same way, three Israeli Arabs, residents of Kafr Kasem, were arrested on suspicion of involvement in planning to kidnap IDF soldiers, under the control of Hamas terrorists from the Gaza Strip.

The increased desire by terrorist organizations to carry out kidnappings was influenced by two main events:

1.
Events in the local arena:


Against the background of the conclusion of the trial of Marwan Barghouti, secretary of the Supreme Committee of Fatah in Judea and Samaria, a renewed desire was seen on the part of terrorists in the field to avenge themselves on Israel for his punishment, and also to bargain for his release.

2.
The successful experience of terrorist organizations abroad in kidnappings citizens:


The kidnapping and murder of foreign citizens in Iraq and Saudi Arabia increased the motivation of the terrorist organizations to carry out kidnapping attacks.

Exploiting humanitarian medical aid:

In the course of the conflict the terrorist organizations have made cynical use of medical facilities, vehicles and permits, on the assumption that this use will avoid inspection by the Israeli security forces and make it easier to carry out terrorist attacks and conceal wanted men.

Notable examples:

· In March 2002 - Tanzim terrorist Islam Jibril was arrested at an IDF checkpoint close to Ramallah, driving a Palestinian Red Crescent ambulance in which an explosive belt and explosive devices being transported to Tanzim terrorists in Ramallah were concealed. The explosive belt was found underneath a stretcher on which a sick child was lying, with other members of his family traveling with him in the ambulance.

· In August 2004 – Nabil Khalil Mitzri was arrested by the ISA as, in the service of the Al Aksa Martyrs Brigades, he was about to leave for Egypt using medical permits that he succeeded in obtaining fraudulently from the doctors. From there he planned to enter Israel, exploiting the program permitting sick people to leave for medical treatment in Egypt.

· August 2004 – the head of the military wing of Tanzim in Bethlehem, Adnan 'Abiat, and another Tanzim terrorist named Rateb Nabhan were arrested at the French Hospital in Bethlehem. The two had hidden there for a long time, taking advantage of the fact that this was a place with special status, receiving help from staff in the hospital and putting at risk patients hospitalized there.
Attacks planned by Palestinians at their places of work in Israel - notable examples

· August 2002 - a Jerusalem cell was discovered, controlled by Hamas terrorists in Ramallah, attempting to carry out attacks on trains and fuel tankers, after carrying out the suicide attack at Cafe Moment in Jerusalem and the bombing at the Hebrew University. Muhammad 'Odeh, the eastern Jerusalem resident who placed the bomb in the University cafeteria, worked there as a renovations contractor. He was thus able to make use of his familiarity with the scene to conceal the bomb a day earlier, and later place it in the cafeteria without arousing suspicion. This did not prevent him from presenting himself at work at the University the next day as usual. 

· Wasam 'Abasi, also an eastern Jerusalem resident, worked in the Holon area. While traveling to work, near Rishon Lezion he noticed a billiards club as a potential target, and also studied the possibilities of getting to the place. Wasam also collected information about a gas tanker which parked in Holon.

· In August 2004 – Murad 'Alan, a 20-year-old bachelor from the 'Aida refugee camp near Bethlehem with an Israeli identity card as an eastern Jerusalem resident, was arrested after being recruited by Tanzim terrorists from Bethlehem to carry out a suicide attack at the Filter Café in Jerusalem, where he worked as a chef.

Examples of other scenarios of attacks planned in the course of the conflict:

· March 2004 – Rami Fatah Hafez Abdullah, aged 24, a Tanzim terrorist and resident of Amitin near Kalkilya, was arrested after being involved in planning a shooting and hand grenade attack against a bus in Emanuel. From Rami's interrogation it emerged that the organization had planned other attacks, including a suicide attack in Israel using a device contaminated with AIDS-infected blood in order to increase the damage.
· June 2004 – the arrest of members of a Hamas cell who planned, among other things, to infiltrate the community of Shoham in order to carry out a shooting attack using an attacker disguised as a deaf and dumb man asking for charity, with a note saying that he had no money and begging for help from passers-by, so as to be allowed to enter the Israeli community.



Total number killed*since the beginning of the conflict – 1,017; 70% of them Israeli civilians, and 30% members of the security forces.





* This figure also includes one foreign tourist, and is correct as of September 26, 2004
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Total number injured* since the start of conflict – 5,598 Israelis. Of these, 82% were Israeli civilians and 18% members of the security forces.





*This figure is correct as of September 26, 2004
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Total number of suicide attacks in four years of conflict: 138


This figure is correct as of September 26, 2004
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Total number of shooting attacks in four years of conflict: 13,730





Total number of Kassam attacks in 4 years of conflict: 313


A total of 460 rockets fired
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Total number of terrorists taken out of action: 6,964 
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In the period between August 03 – August 04 there was a decrease of 84% (!) in the number of people killed as compared with the period between September 01 – July 02
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Women suicide attackers by year 
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Women suicide attackers by implementation or arrest
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� The Abu Mussa faction is a group that broke away from Fatah in May 1983, headed by Said Mareah, known as Abu Mussa. The organization is based on elements from the left wing of Fatah and military units of the organization remaining in Lebanon and Syria. The faction belongs to the pro-Syrian camp of Fatah and tries to maintain its image as an independent group. The organization includes a few thousand terrorists and its commander in chief lives in Damascus.
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